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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
2009/2010 LETTERS WORTH READING

Sinhapura
Chapﬁc::n Governor 29th April 1927
= oA Queens House
VICE-PATRONS ot
Défawm::ﬁfﬂf‘:a Your Excellency,
—
PRESIDENT I have just received your letter of the 28th instant and | hasten to make amends and to apologize for my stupid
Sri Sangabo Corea mistake in regard to the Pearl Fishery Lease.
St anleyﬁllr:k!efr‘:t:te Mawatha As for the Excise Bill, 1 am at a loss to understand what
ada you mean by saying that you can well understand my
2856601 0779824816 not liking that, and that there were too many vested

interests that found it an unpleasant piece of legislation;
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT and that my disapproval of itis guite comprehensible!

Deva Corea
7/12,0ld Batapotha Road | opposed the bill because | thought that by placing the
Akuregoda Country at the mercy of these cormorant renters, and
Battaramulla opening toddy shops in practically every village, my poor
27841 fellow-countrymen would become more and more addicted

tothe use of intoxicating liguor.

VICE-PRESIDENT

Nirmali Jayasekera Ihave always been fortotal prohibition,
?’ECHE‘I‘RF.‘E I spoke my mind to you quite frankly;and | expected similar courtesy from you.| regret that you should have had
Neville Weerasekera recourse toveiled insinuations, which® pass by me asthe idle wind*!
28, E.A.Cooray Mawatha
Colombo 6 Yaurs faithfully
2581487 C.E.VictorS.Corea
—
& TREASURER MNote:
Suvendreni Weerasekera Victor Corea, contested EWJayewardene (President J.RJayewardene's father) in his stronghold that was
ZB:EﬁgTWb:‘;WBthﬂ Colombo Town North in the Legislative Council election and created a sensation by winning the seat with an
olom : o
overwhelming majority.
2581487 B - S 4
He had a verbal battle with the Governor, 5ir Hugh Clifford over a speech the Governor had made at Hyde Park
COMMITTEE Hotel, Londonin November 1912 and referred to a'core of rot " whichVictor Corea thought was a reference to the
freedom fighters including him who were demanding Independence for Ceylon when the country was
Surangani Ameresekere governed by the British, Despite their clash, Governor Clifford had a high regard and respect for Victor Corea
2694760 which is proved in letters that were exchanged between the two.
Christabelle Aturupane
pa Continued.., 2

2712534
Dr. Eugene Corea EDITORIAL

21?14566 We are at the beginning of a new year with yet another Corea at the helm guiding the destinies of the
Dr.Vijaya Corea Edirimana Corea Family Union in the year 2010/11.With the wealth of talent that is available within the Union
2584873 the general membership can look forward to a year of consolidation and more opportunities for feilowship,
Lilani Corea Dharmaratne We also need to be mindful of rising costs and find ways and means of raising funds for the Union.
2883181
Dukshie Gocnetilleke Strength to an organization comes from its members. As it has been from the very inception the Edirimana
2862886 Corea Family Union has had the rare distinction of having Presidents who gave dynamic leadership to the
: Union. The President, being a single person is only the cog in a wheel and needless to say it is the general
5!'““"““; Gunawardana membership individually and collectively that can give power to transform our plans inta reality.
Amal Jayasekera Let's putourshouldersto thewheel.acoom:;lish our goals and at the end of the year pat ourselves on the back
0712718888 and say to ourselves that WEDID IT" !
Wimal Perera

2706375
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Re-produced from the Governor's letter

Queen's House,Colombo
April 3rd 1927
11.30 p.m.

Dear Mr Corea,

larrived only a few moments ago from Muwara Eliya whither | have come
via Kandyand Kegalla,and | find your letter of April 2nd.awaiting me.

| do not know whether you ever read the speech delivered by me in
London at, | think the Hyde Park Hotel,in November, 1912, it was made
at a dinner given to Lady Clifford and myself by the Council and
Members of the Ceylon Association in England — in which that oft
quoted phrase” a little core of rot” occurred ? | must confess that | have
not read it myself for a good many years, | think you will find that the
phrasein question was never,and never could have been, applied by me,
as you suggest in your letter under reply is the case,” to the party
demanding self-government for Ceylon.” It was applied to a section of
that party which, in my judgement was steadily and systematically
endeavouring to undermine Authority in Ceylon and to bring law and
order,and all whe represented them, into ridicule, hatred and contempt.
| knew these people to be mainly led and inspired by poor Armand de
Souza —who was not himself a Ceylonese and who cared not a rap how
much loss or ruin he might bring upon the people of this country.l knew
thatthe poor fellow had been a friend of mine towhom | had extended a
good deal of confidence; that he had been accustomed to talk matters
over with me and had often received in that way, not only useful
information for his paper -- The Morning Leader - but new lights upon
public questions and upon the intentions of the Government
concerning them, which had shewn him quite clearly and convincingly
that | and my colleagues were not sitting up o'nights plotting the
destruction of Ceylon and the utter demoralization and subversion of its
people, but instead were steadily and busily engaged in devoting our
every energy to the advancement of the prosperity of the island and to
the service of all her people. Up to the time of which | shall presently
speak, he was not only my friend, but in some sort my disciple; and he
knew - na man better - that | was not the arch-enemy of mankind that
he was later bent upon persuading the readers of the Morning Leader
was tobe detected lurking under my skin.

One unhappy day the late Sir Hector Van Cuylenberg (then Mr Van
Cuylenberg) the owner of the Independent — which at that time was
distinctively the Burgher organ -- prosecuted Armand de Souza for libel,
and issued a sub paean requiring my presence as a witness. | was very
reluctant to appear and enquired from the then Attorney General
whether it would not be possible for me to plead privilege &c. &c.. |,
however, was advised that | had no option but to appear in the Colombe
Police Court, which | accordingly did. Poor Armand de Souza got itinto
his head — the case went against him = that the whole thing was a
conspiracy into which | had entered with Van Cuylenberg in order to
humiliate and injure him; and from that moment his whole outlook
changed.Itried to gethim to come and see me several times, butin vain,

It is the fashion in certain quarters to write and speak as though | was
hounded out of Ceylon when | left the Island on promotion in 1912,
Anybody whose memory goes back fifteen years knows, of course, that
the reverse is the case. Turn to the files of the newspapers for the first half
of September, 1912,and you will read therein what actually occurred.

There was, however, one public meeting got up in order to register a
hope that | should never be allowed to return to Ceylon, the prime
mowvers in which were the late Armand de Souza, the late Arthur Alvis—-a
man of a very different calibre — and Mr C,PDias, the Headmaster of
Wesley College and a Member of the Municipal Council. Mr Alvis'
dissatisfaction was explained where,) admit,| hithim rather hard abouta
recent contribution of his to the discussion about the Excise Bill.| was at
that time nearly fifteen years younger than | am to-day, and the young
are all too often impelled to make a debating point without much
thought as to whether their words wound. This was the case on this
occasion, and |, by a few sentences, which might quite easily have been
so turned as to secure my point without lacerating Mr Arthur Alvis’
feelings,| converted a friend into arather vindictive enemy.In what way |
had trodden upon the toes of Mr C.P.Dias | do not know to this day; but it
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gave me great pleasure last year to recommend that his long public
services should be publicly recognized and rewarded; and | am glad to
remermber that this act fell to me to perform, rather than to any other. As
for the rank and file of the so-called monster public meeting, the hall was
packed by operatives from the neighbouring Railway shops, the bulk of
whom knew nothing whatever about me or about the proceedings;and
it is on record that when, at the conclusion of the meeting, an attempt
was made to sing God Save the King the noise which resulted was a
meaningless uproar, thus showing the ignorance of the men who had
been lured into the hall simply to try to give the meeting some sort of
bulk.

All these facts are thoroughly well known to all who were in Ceylon at
the time and who were taking any interest in public affairs. [t is also
known, equally well, that the Excise Bill, - for which | fought, almost
single handed, whole phalanxes of very wealthy vested interests - was a
measure which received the unanimous support of the Unofficial
Members of the Legislative Council,as soon as | had explained to them in
detail its objects and its scope;and that it is the foundation-stone upon
which the entire temperance-movement of to-day has been built up. |
was notoriously abused for bringing in that Bill; but | consider that, by
doing so,| was rendering, not for the first time, a notable service to the
people of Ceylon. It is a pity, | suggest, of set purpose to distort and
misrepresent even quite recent local history. Hardly anybody has the
energy or the industry te turn up the newspaper files to ascertain for
himself what the true facts actually were; and it is by this means that
things that are false gain currency in this Island to the serious detrimei
ofthe public life of her people.

To return for a mement to my phrase” the little core of rot.”l used it to
describe the attempt that was then being made to discredit Authority
and to bring into hatred and contempt those whose duty it chanced to
be to exercise authority in Ceylon.l advised all concerned to watchitlest |
it turned disastrously and brought bloodshed and misery. The danger
which | detected and wamed all Ceylon against came in 1915 — with
contempt for law and order, sedulously implanted in the hearts of an
essentially law-abiding peasant population, can explain the wholesale
murdering and plundering of Moormen traders with which the Riots of
1915 began.

| am not going to discuss the methods adopted for their suppression -
for them |, thank God, have no responsibility.|, having left the Island more
than 18 months earlier; but the outbreak of riots was the inevitable
spreading of * the little core of rot * to which | drew attention in
November, 1912 That was why | was sorry to hear you say on November
30th, 1925 that you stood for that evil thing. | think | understand the
aspirations of those who desire self-government in Ceylon, and
sympathise with them too,as much as any man living; but for those who
desire, by slow means or by swift, to convert this beautiful Island into B,
shambles, or who think that by making Authority hateful they a
paving the way for the exercise of Authority on their own account,
personally can find nothing but condemnation.

Also, | am very far from being convinced that that really is your point of
view; for, if | thought otherwise, | should hardly take the trouble to write
this letter to you,now on the very eve of my final departure from Ceylan,
and at a time when the burden of work laid upon me calls for no
gratuitous additions.

I should be very glad to see your son if you will send him to call upon me;
or better still if you will bring him to see me,

Very Truly Yours
Hugh Clifford

Note:

The son referred to at the end of the letter is Carlton (Lilani Corea
Dharmaratne’s father) who passed the Civil Service and returned from
England. He was appointed the Government Agent, Vavuniya. Prime
Minister Dudley Senanayake invited Carlton to be an Ambassador and
gave him the privilege of selecting the country of his choice. Despite
repeated requests he declined to accept the Prime Minister's generous
offer.

" |
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Christabelle Aturupane was given a stirring
surprise birthday party by her children On Golden
. Pond atthe Taj on 20th March.Christabelle, hadn't
the foggiest idea as to what was in store even after
daughter Chonira and son-in-law Sohan walked
into the house, without a warning, coming all the
way from San Francisco ! Shows what a devoted
maother Christabelle has been to the children and
the in-laws. It was a well organized party. Apart
from the sumptuous buffet there was music for
dancing with the Birthday Girl showing off her talents ! Harsha, Jenny,
Harinlal and Mamali did a great job doing all the organizing and
remaining tight-lipped!

Wimal Perera has obtained BOI status for his Company, Digital
Engineering (Pvt) Limited and his factory cum workshop Is now located
at 56 Horana Road, Halpita, Kesbewa. Wimal, is in a unigque business,
producing heavy duty industrial greases and vehicle anti-corrosive oil.
With the new installations nearing completion Wimal expects to
commence production in 2 months.

Due home on her first vacation is Ayesha Damayanthi, the daughter of
~imal and Renuka. Ayesha, is a first year medical student in the
niversity of Lugansk, Ukraine. A keen table tennis player when at Ladies
College,Colombo 7 Ayesha is now an adventurous motorcyclist longing
to get on the track and make a name for herself. ECFU wishes Wimal a
roaring business with a turnover that will help Renuka to collect more
profitand for Ayesha,successin all her endeavours!

Sanjeeva Corea has been having a hectic time attending to his duties at
the 11th International Indian Film Festival. We were told that he put his
heart and soul into the responsibilities he was in charge of Wonder how
Sanjeeva managed to keep cool when everything around was piping
hot!

Flora and Sri Sangabo Corea will be leaving the country on a visit to UK,
USA and Canada in early July visiting their daughter Ramani, son-in-law
Ranil Wagiswara and grand-daughters Sadhira and Anithra in London
and proceeding to USA to stay with their youngest daughter Sharmini,
son-in-law Kishan Jayewardene and grand children Rakith and Shanaya.
In Canada, they will meet all their nephews and nieces together with the
OldThomians!

Jeni and Priya Samarasinghe were in Egyptattending the wedding of a
family friend. They look somewhat sunburnt obviously due to a good

art of their time spent outdoors ... last seen holding hands near the
pyramids!

The bust statue of Harold Herat was recently unveiled in Mattandiya the
electorate Harold represented in Parliament for many years. Gwen and
the children Shamara, Parveen and Avanka must have been proud to
hear the glowing tributes that were paid to their precious father,a one-
time Member of Parliament and Minister whose honesty, love for his
country and the passion to help his constituents were matchless. The
love and respect he earned as a Parliamentarian, Minister and Sincere
Friend will remain in the hearts of people for many years to come!

Suranjaya Corea Dharmaratne is back in the country aftér his
graduation in USA. He has joined John Keells as a Management Trainee.
The son of Lilani and Ranjit Dharmaratne, Suranjaya is bound to make his
mark in the Company, ECFLU wishes Suranjaya a distinguished career and
an eventiul future !

Nalini Corea, wife of Randunna has returned to the country after
spending a holiday with her twin daughters in the UK. The older of the
twins, Ranmali is married to Hugh Férnando and they have recently
been blessed with a daughter, Celeste. While she is a teacher by
profession her twin sister, Namali has a Phd in Regulatory Toxichology.
Son Gemunu, is in Civil Engineering and right now is doing a unique
building projectin Mufushi Islands, Maldives, building water bungalows

in the sea ! Nalini, is managing the estate with meticulous skill and
professional artistry.Well done!

Viran Corea is now in private practice and making a mark for himself.He
has figured prominently in some of the most talked about court cases.
Wife, Champika has quit her job and is in private practice too. Both
operate independently and the incomes flow through two Profit
Centras!

Project Chairperson :
Christabelle Aturupane

With the ECFU, desperately
needing an inflow of funds,
President Sri Sangabo
Corea launched the
Christmas Card Project
which was a success thanks
to the hardsell campaign
conducted by Members of the Executive Committee. Due to logistical
constraints it was not possible to get the general membership
involved,

The cards had the graphic design of a Christmas Tree and they came
in three colours .. Red, Blue and Green sold with the envelope at
Rs.20acard,

MEMEBERSHIP IN THE EDIRIMANA COREA FAMILY UNION

There is anly ane type of membership in the Edirimana Corea Family
Union and that is LIFE MEMBERSHIP. The Qualification and the
Procedure toenrol yourself as a Lifetime Memberis as follows:

QUALIFICATION

Membership is open to the descendants of Edirimanasuriya
Dominicus Corea generally known as Edirtlla Rala and the spouses of .
such descendants.

PROCEDURE
The procedure to enrol is as follows :

(1} If you have the Qualification, cbtain an Enrelment Form from the
Secretary, Neville Weeraskera, 28 E.A.Cooray Mawatha, Colombo &.
Telephone:2581487/2360026.

(2

Furnish theinformation asked forin the Enrolment Form.

(3

Forward the Enrolment Form along with a Cheque for Rs.1,200
drawn in favour of the Edirimana Corea Family Union and crossed
Account Payee

2

Youwill receive a Receiptin acknowledgement of the Cheque

(5

And will also receive your Lifetime Membership Card
LIFE MEMBERSHIP FORTHOSELIVING OVERSEAS

The Lifetime Membership Fee for Qualified Persons living
overseas is US Dollars 25 and an applicant can choose the most
convenient method of sending the Fees along with the Enralment
Farm, duly perfected.
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